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M essage from the Chair
Grey Pendleton

I"d like to art off by thanking last year's
BWG officers and the organizers of
sponsored symposiafor ther effortsin
organizing events a The Wildlife Society
annua mesting in Burlington, Vermont this
past September. Organizers and presenters
do most of the work and the *Working
Group' getsto sted alittle of the credit.

Past chair Duane Diefenbach was invited to
address the officers of TWS, the Sections
and Chapters, and Working Groups because
BWG is considered to be one of the most
active and successful of the Working
Groups. Thisreputation within TWSisin
large part because session organizers who
are members of BWG, and the presenters
they recruit, have consstently provided high
quality opportunities for training and
information sharing, both within BWG and
to the larger TWS audience. The symposia
a the Burlington meeting are excdllent
examples of this. Some organizers dso have
gone ‘beyond the cdl of duty’ and arranged
for publication of symposa or workshop
proceedings in journals or as books. Again,
the organizers do the work and it’ s nice if
BWG can ‘bask inthe glow’ just abit.

This leads me to the main point of this note
— how can BWG be of further serviceto its

membership and the larger TWS audience?
The BWG charter lists 8 objectives. (I'll
paraphrase but look at the full text on our
web page.)

1. Provide aforum for membersto discuss
Quantitative issues in natura resource
managemen.

2. Provide mechanisms to aid biometricians
in understanding new developments.

3. Sponsor training workshops, symposia,
and ‘other means on quartitative topics for
non-speciaigs.

4. Provide independent reviewersto
comment on statistical aspects of resource
management.

5. Provide independent reviewersto
evauate modes used in natura resource
management.

6. Sponsor devel opment of rapid
communication exchange to benefit
biometrics practitioners.

7. Promote strong biometrics curriculain
academic wildlife programs.

8. Develop technica reviews, podtion
Statements, etc. on biometrical aspects of
wildlife management and research.



BWG- sponsored workshops and symposia at
TWS annud meetings have been the
principa means used to achieve objectives
1-3. Lesser efforts have gone into
addressing other objectives. Some
activities, such as providing reviewers, have
been limited because of the decison of the
BWG membership afew years ago to do this
only at the request of TWS Council. Ina
survey of former BWG members severd
years ago, one of the main reasons for
discontinuing BWG membership was that
BWG didn't provide a useful serviceto
them. | think most of us who have attended
BWG- sponsored events at the annua
mesting have found them of grest vaue.

But not al members are able to attend the
annua meeting, where our mgjor efforts
have been focused. Publication of
presentations from BWG-sponsored
workshops and symposiais of great vduein
Soreading the information more widdy, but
because of the tremendous amount of work
involved, we can't expect al organizersto
do this. In an endorsed proposal for a
workshop to be held at the 2004 TWS
meseting (Cagary, AB), Mike Conroy, Chris
Fonnesbeck, and James Peterson have
included a component to be done viathe
internet prior to the annua meeting. Thisis
extra effort on their part but | think itisa
good direction to go to provide more wide-
reaching opportunities. So, | would like to
ask the members of BWG to provide
suggestions about how we can better achieve
al of our stated objectives and provide
services to BWG and TWS members who
are not able to attend TWS annua mestings.
Please send your suggestionsto me or any
other BWG officer. W€ Il summarize your
reponses, try to implement them if possible,
and report back in the next newdetter.

One closing thought. In the last BWG
election, we had a hard time recruiting
candidates. Please start thinking about

accepting a nomination for BWG office.
Mogt of the work BWG gets ‘credit’ for is
done by membersin capacities other than as
officers. Theofficersare largdly just the
‘grease’ that movesthingsdong. The
officers roles are important, but not too
time consuming so I’ d urge you to consider
running for office.

Plan to Attend TWS 2004

Mark your calendars now for the 2004
Annua Conferencein Cagary, Alberta
The conference will be held 18-22
September 2004. Seethefollowing for
additiond information:

http://www.wildlife.or g/confer ence/2004
conference_ad.pdf

http://www.wildlife.or g/confer ence/2004
preliminary_program.pdf

Upcoming Deadline for TWS 2004

Abstracts for contributed papers and posters
for the annua TWS medtingin Cagary,
Albertamust be submitted (electronicdly) to
the TWS Program Committee by 16
February 2004. We encourage Working
Group members to submit papersto share
your current work with your colleagues; we
al benefit from sharing our expertise. The
cal for papers and posters can be found at:

http:/mww.wildlife.or g/confer encel/index.cfm?tna
me=2004cfp

BiometricsWorking Group Student
Travel Grants

The Biometrics Working Group of the
Wildlife Society is offering two student
travel grants ($250 each) for TWS student



members presenting papers or posters at the
annud Wildlife Society Medting. The
purpose of the travel grantsisto promote
student interest in biometrics. Applicants
must be students and members of the
Wildlife Society. Preference will be given

to applicants who demonstrate strong
datistical or mathematica kills. To be
consdered, submit 1) arequest for award ( 1
page maximum) that documents your

interest in the application of datistics or
mathematics to wildlife/ecologica research,
2) aletter of support from amentor or
supervisor, and 3) an abstract of paper or
poster to be presented following guidelines
inthe Call for Contributed Papers and
Posters. The deadline for submission of
travel grantsis 1 June 2004.

For more information contact;

Mike Conroy, Georgia Cooperative Fish and
Wildlife Ressarch Unit,
conroy@smokey.forestry.uga.edu, or

Glen Sargeant, USGS Northern Prairie
Wildlife Research Center,
glen_sargeant@usgs.gov

Minutes of the 2003 Annual BWG
Business M eeting (7 September,

Burlington VT)
Dave Otis

2002 Minutes: C. Ribic moved and M.
Conroy seconded a motion to accept the
Secretary’ s minutes of the 2002 meeting.
The motion passed.

Treasurer’sReport: J. Yee reported that
the current balance is $9,091.98. B. Clark
moved and G. Pendleton seconded amotion
to approve the report. The motion passed.

Election Report: Chair-dect, Terry Shaffer;
Secretary, Josh Millspaugh; Treasurer, Glen

Sargeant; Board members, Mary Conner,
Mike Conray, Bill Gould, Bill Thompson

Internet Voting: D. Diefenbach reported
that the new Internet voting system worked
well and that our promised contribution to
the TWS Internet system should be paid.

Workshop/Symposium Policy: B. Clark
reviewed the draft policy statement that
gppeared in the July 2003 newdetter and
summarized the discussion from the prior
Executive Committee mesting. Discusson
ensued about the idea of imposing a $1,000
contribution limit per event, and to limit the
total contribution in any given year to 25%
of the current treasury balance. M. Conroy
guestioned if this policy was too
conservative, and G. Pendleton noted that
our balance was currently above average due
to recent profit from workshops and low
commitments for sudent travel grants, but
this Stuation might not last into the future,

D. Ctisand B. Clark agreed to draft find
policy for Executive Board approva.

2004 Wor kshop/Symposium Proposals:
The membership discussed the workshop
proposal's on capture-recapture (McDonald
and Manly), modeling of correlated data
(Christman), and MCM C/Winbugs'random
effects (Conroy and Fonnesbeck), and the
symposium proposa on collaboration in
large-scale sudies (Diefenbach and
McDonad). There was consderable
discussion about optimum grategies, eg.,
how many of each to proposeto TWS,
offering different kinds of workshopsto
attract biometricians versus biologists,
gppropriate length (1/2 day versus full day).
K. Pollock moved to support the
Conroy/Fonnesbeck proposa asafull day
workshop. B. Thompson seconded. Motion
passed. The group consensus on the
Christman proposd wasthat it needed to be
afull day rather than 1/2 day workshop.



Regarding the McDondd/Manly proposd,
the concern was that it did not mention
incuson of hands-on computing with
contemporary software, e.g., MARK. D.
Otis moved to endorse the McDondd/Manly
and Christman workshops, subject to some
revison by the organizers. Moation failed.
K. Pollock moved to defer the
McDondd/Manly workshop until 2005 and
to support the Christman proposd as afull
day workshop. B. Clark seconded. S.
Sheriff offered an amendment to postpone
the Conroy/Fonnesbeck workshop until
2005. K. Williams seconded. Amendment
faled. The origina Pollock motion passed.
M. Conroy moved to encourage
McDondd/Manly to recast their workshop
asasymposum. W. Thogmartin seconded.
Motion passed. K. Pollock moved to
support the Diefenbach/McDonald
symposium proposd. K. Williams
seconded. The motion passed.

Signing up for the BWG Listserve
GO to http://rana.er.usgs.gov

Then sdect "Monitoring Program Lists",
"dat_tws", 'join stat_tws"

Alternatively one can go directly to

http://rana.er.usgs.gov/scriptg/lyris.pl?enter=stat_

tws& text_mode=<=english

and select 'join gat_tws"

BWG Contact Information

CURRENT OFFICERS
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Wildlife Research Center,
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Chair Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research
Unit,
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Board Mary Conner, Colorado State
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